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“This is mundane, but please accept it.”
This is a phrase used when Japanese
people hand gifts to special people when
paying a visit. People from overseas may
be surprised. After all, why would anyone
gift things that they feel are mundane?
This greeting is rather old-fashioned and
isn't used that often these days, but it is
an example of the beautiful Japanese
spirit.

Of course, people don't go out of their way
to choose something mundane as a gift for
someone special. In fact, they imagine the
smile on the recipient’s face while
choosing, and ask themselves, “Would they
be happy if they received this---?”

If they make every effort to choose a
splendid gift, why would they call it
mundane? The message behind this is, “No
matter how fabulous the gift is, it is
unmatched to your brilliance and is
nothing but inferior.” Because you truly

care about the other person, you put your
heart into it—all while being ashamed of
your shortcomings. This is the essence of
the Japanese spirit of humility.

Rather than stepping forward, Japanese
people discreetly take half a step back and
follow from behind. They gently put their
heart into their actions, even when nobody
is watching. Japanese people don't
appreciate aggressive acts that are
outwardly appreciated. Among those
developing their character, the concept of
doing good deeds discreetly is cherished.
This concept also includes the nuance of
good deeds being meaningless if not done
in secret.

Japanese people are not accustomed to the
Christian concept of humans being the
crown of all creation and having special
privileges that allow them to freely reign
over nature. Rather, at the center of their
beliefs is a Buddhist idea that views life

equally: all life, including mountains, rivers,
trees, and grass, have the equal potential
of becoming a buddha. Japanese people
are unknowingly aware that arrogance is
the most dangerous trap when developing
character.

Tea ceremony experience

Reach beyond time and enjoy the
essence of Japanese culture.

The preparation and drinking of tea
is central to the culture of Japan.
At Chikusui-tei, Matcha tea and
confectionary are even more
delicious in a fine example of
traditional architecture that was
built in the TaishoPeriod(1911-1925).
COST P A bowl of Matcha tea and
a piece of traditional japanese
sweets are included in the 500 yen
admission fee to enter Fumon
Garden.(Reservation required)
am10:00~pm4:00/irregular holidays
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